HERALD NEWS

Near perfect plcklngs with flngers crossed

THE annual grape
harvest will be in fiill
swing tomorrow across
most Hunter Valley
vinevards, with growers
focusing on quality
rather than quantity.

Picking will get under
way in the morning at
Margan Family Wines
with operator Andrew
Margan expectinga
gzood 2012 vintage as a
result of near perfect
growing conditions.

“The fruit looks
[antastic,” Mr Margan
said.

“We had a lot of rain
leading up to the new
year which put a bit of
disease pressure on us,
but fromJanuary 1 we
had dry weatherand it
was a little cooler, which
led to ideal conditions
helping the quality and
flavour of the fruit.”

White grapes will be
picked first for
chardonnay, sparkling
wines, verdelho and
semillon, with red grapes
harvested in another two

to three weeks. - |
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Donna Sharpe  QuALITY: Winemaker Andrew Margan prepares for tomorrows harvest at Broke. - Picture by Jonathan Carroll




